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T
he Dell trophy was created by the

Hammersmith, Hampshire House

Photographic Society    ( H.H.H.P.S.) to

the memory of Mark Oliver Dell, a founder

member of that society who with his studio partner

H.L.Mainwright became professional

photographers of some note.

A former president of the H.H.H.P.S., J.Rowland

Powell described Dell as “a mainstay of the

society” and “the greatest pictorial and

architectural photographer living”.

The rest of this article is based upon a much earlier

article written by George Pemble in 1970.

Unfortunately there are not many current

members of the society who remember George,

but he was the last active member of the

H.H.H.P.S. still to be printing after its

amalgamation with the Ealing Photographic

Society in the early 1970’s.

Our current society took over the trophies from

the disbanded H.H.H.P.S. along with the last

members and then incorporated the name of

“Hampshire House” into our current name, thus

the reason we are now E.H.H.P.S.

I only remember George Pemble in his last few

years but almost to the end he would still produce

the odd “bromoil” or two to be shown in our annual

exhibition.

Mark Oliver Dell  1883 - 1959

D
ell was from a Quaker family, and one of

his favourite pastimes was rambling. He

was born in Walham Green in Fulham a

mile from Hammersmith which, at that time was

mostly green fields stretching down to the

Thames.

He started photography at a very early age and in

1905, he along with some friends raised funds to

create a “ social, temperance society” and the

building “Hampshire House” was available. The

original 200 members paid 6d. a month for their

membership for which they received lectures, a

cycling section, sports, drawing and other varied

activities. They kept expanding their topics adding

dramatics and science and in 1912 were formed

into the H.H.Trust. They then opened workshops,

woodworking, bakery, dressmaking etc. and in

1909, Dell gave his first lantern lecture with his

slides of wild birds. to the photographic section.

In 1913, he had a print accepted by the Royal P.S.

for their exhibition which appears to have

surprised him. The following year he had 4

accepted and in 1915 he joined the “Royal”.

In 1911 he made his first visit to the Pyrenees

with which he had a lifetime love affair.

In 1916 he received a medal from the “Royal” and

in 1920 began to teach photography and amongst

his pupils was his future business partner

H.L.Wainright.

He turned professional in 1923 and after a few

years took on his partner Wainright with whom in

1926 they became the official photographers to

the BBC.  In 1929 they also became official

photographers to the “Architectural Review”

magazine. In 1936 their work was exhibited at the

Paris Exposition and by now they employed a staff

of twelve.

In 1922, Dell was a founder member of the R.P.S.

pictorial group which he supported for 38 years.

He was awarded a fellowship in 1929 and served

on the admissions panel for associateship and

fellowship for many years.

In 1946, he retired and began to research all facets

of photography and was able to experiment with

his own. In 1956 he was awarded the honorary

fellowship of the Royal for his outstanding work

and the following year was given a one man

exhibition by them of over 100 of his works from

1900 onwards. Also in 1957, he was elected to

the membership of the London Salon where, “ his

masterpieces had so often graced their walls.”

After his death in 1959, it was said that “ no

architect considered a building opened until it had

been photographed by Mark Oliver Dell”.
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